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This report highlights events and projects that have taken place during the end of September
and October. The work of the Indigenous Support Workers (ISW), alongside the meaningful
contributions of teachers and schools who bring these initiatives to life in classrooms and on

the land.
.
Gratitude IN THIS REPORT:

Thank you to all Elders, Knowledge Holders, ISWs,
Teachers, Administrators, and community partners who
continue to guide and inspire the learners. Your efforts
are helping to nurture identity, culture, and pride.

District In-Service Day — September 26, 2025

Guest Speakers, Knowledge Holders Anne McDames and Sharon Bryant

This year’s District In-Service Day focused on “Walking Together: Honouring Truth &
Reconciliation with Local Knowledge and Stories.” The day brought together educators,
administrators, and Knowledge Holders across the district to deepen understanding and
build meaningful connections to the local Nations whose territories our schools are on.
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District In-Service Day — September 26, 2025

The morning opened with territorial welcomes from each Nation, setting a powerful and
respectful tone for the day. Regional Knowledge Holders shared teachings from their
territories, including Bridie O’Brien (Gitxsan), Verlie
Nelson and Shelley Bolton (Haisla), and Sharon
Bryant and Anne McDames (Ts’msyen). Their stories
and teachings grounded the learning in place,
language, and culture.

Guest Speaker/Knowledge Holder Bridie O’Brien

Guest Keynote Speaker Leona Prince

The keynote session was led by Leona Prince, author, educator, and leader, who inspired
staff with her presentation “Indigenous Brilliance and the Power of Story.” Her words
highlighted the strength and wisdom carried in Indigenous stories and the role educators
can play in creating spaces where these stories are valued and uplifted.
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In the afternoon, Principals and Vice Principals facilitated school-based sessions on Local
Education Agreements (LEAs). Staff explored the agreements, reflected on their
importance in supporting Indigenous students and communities, and discussed ways to
bring the commitments within the LEAs into daily practice.

The day closed with school-based reflections, leaving participants with a renewed sense of
purpose and responsibility to walk this path together in truth, respect, and collaboration.

The Provincial Model Local Educat
Agreement (Model LEA)

Kassia Nameth, Principal Kitwanga Elementary Mark Newberry, Principal New Hazelton Elementary

Indigenous Support Worker Forum - October 10, 2025

On October 10, 2025, Indigenous Support Workers (ISWs) from across the district gathered for
the annual Indigenous Support Worker Forum, a day dedicated to connection, collaboration,
and collective learning. The forum focused on strengthening culturally grounded practices that
support the success, well-being,
and engagement of Indigenous
students.

The day began with an opening and
land acknowledgement by
Superintendent Tracey MacMillan,
followed by a warm territorial

welcome from Elder Anne
McDames of the Ts’msyen Nation.
Donna Mortimer, Director of
Instruction for Indigenous Education, then offered welcoming remarks, reflecting on the
purpose of the gathering and sharing her vision for the year ahead.
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The morning presentation, “Supporting Indigenous Learners through Academics, Culture,
Language, and Collaboration,” explored the importance of integrating cultural identity and
community values into daily academic practice. Participants then joined breakout discussions
to share experiences, ideas, and effective strategies for supporting students in their schools
and communities.

In the afternoon, the CMSD Outreach Team led
by District Vice Principal of Graduation
Success, Zach Frankel, alongside Tammy
Bullied (Youth Worker), shared insights into
connecting North Coast youth and families with
meaningful adults and community services.
Their presentation reinforced the importance of
relationship-based approaches and cross-
department collaboration in supporting student

SucCcCess.

The forum concluded with group reflections and a Closing Circle, bringing everyone together to
share keytakeaways and next steps. The day fostered a strong sense of community and
renewed commitment among ISWs to walk alongside students with cultural integrity,
compassion, and purpose.
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Thornhill Primary School Truth and Reconciliation

The students and staff of Thornhill Primary School commemorated the National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation on Monday, September 29, Because the children who went to
residential schools were not allowed to speak their own languages or celebrate their
cultures, we honored them by inviting Kitselas elder, Anne McDames, to lead us in school-
wide drumming and singing.

Although drumming is not something that we have done a lot of, the grade 3 students soon
fellinto rhythm under Anne’s guidance. The whole school eagerly participated in the
singing and dancing. A highlight being when Anne McDames’ granddaughter and great-
granddaughter joined her in the centre of the circle to do a Beaver Dance.

Our time together finished with Anne singing a Peace Song to the school so that we could
carry itin our hearts for the rest of the day. It was a beautiful school-wide event and our
students’ enjoyment was obvious.

Contributed by Sandy Kenmuir
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Every Child Matters at Kitimat City High

At Kitimat City High, we recently came together as a school
community to honour Every Child Matters. Although rain
postponed our original plan to mark the school with
handprints on
September 25, we were
grateful for the sunshine
that finally allowed us to
gather outdoors last
week.

On Orange Shirt Day,
students and staff
participated in a presentation that reflected on the
legacy of residential schools and the importance of truth and reconciliation. A powerful
moment in our gathering was when one of our Haisla learners sang a solo—her voice was
strong, emotional, and deeply impactful for everyone in attendance.

Following the presentation, students took partin
placing handprints around the school to symbolically
honour and remember the children. The handprints are
a lasting tribute and a visible commitment to learning,
healing, and walking the path of reconciliation.

At KCH, we walk together and learn together,
committed to weaving cultural teachings into the

learning journey for all.
Contributed by Debbie Dilg, Indigenous Support Worker
(ISW)
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Kitwanga Elementary School: Every Thursday Is Orange Shirt Day

This month, Kitwanga Elementary School launched a powerful new initiative to extend the
message of Every Child Matters beyond a single day. Inspired by Indigenous Support Worker
Darlene Williams, the school community will now wear orange every Thursday to honour the
memory of Indigenous children who attended residential schools, support Survivors and their
families, and keep the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation alive year-round.

With guidance from Language and Culture teacher Rhonda Morgan and Principal Kassia
Nameth, students from Kindergarten to Grade 7 designed their own Orange Shirt Day logos and
messages during class and then dyed their shirts orange — blending cultural learning, art, and
hands-on experience. The project also ensures that every student has a shirt to wear, fostering
inclusion and pride across the school.

The activity supports learning in Language and Culture, Social Responsibility, and SEL (Social
Emotional Learning) while deepening students’ understanding of reconciliation and cultural
identity. The project will be celebrated through school newsletters, photos, and student
reflections as the shirts — and their messages — take shape throughout the year.

Photo: Kitwanga Elementary students wearing their orange shirts in Language and Culture class.
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Caledonia Secondary Girls Group

The first girls’ group of the year began with a grief and loss food burning ceremony at Ferry Island —
a powerful and culturally grounded experience that fostered healing, connection, and growth
among participants. The day included smudging, letter writing, and fire offerings to release grief
and call in ancestral strength, followed by affirmations and moments of peer encouragement that
built a deep sense of belonging and emotional safety. The ceremony opened space for meaningful
dialogue around mental health, with many girls expressing new openness to seeking support, and
reinforced the importance of school engagement as a pathway to empowerment and self-
determination. The session concluded with laughter therapy to restore balance and joy, leaving
participants feeling lighter, supported, and
more connected. This gathering
demonstrated the transformative power of
culturally safe spaces that nurture
identity, resilience, and leadership — with
special appreciation to community
partners Brooklyn and Friday for their
meaningful contributions to this important
work.

Contributed by Stephanie Louie,
Indigenous Support Worker (ISW)
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Celebrating the Gitxsan Language Program in Hazelton

A new video beautifully highlights the Gitxsan Language Immersion Program at Majagaleehl
Gali Aks Elementary in Hazelton — a vibrant and inspiring example of language
revitalization and community partnership in action. Watch the video: Gitxsan Language
Immersion Program

Led by teacher Angie Olsen, and supported by Dr. Jane Smith and local Elders, this full-day
K-1 Gitxsan immersion program brings the Gitxsenimx language to life each day through
stories, songs, and play. The program continues to thrive, and there is growing interest in
expanding to additional grades in the future. To make this possible, Gitxsan Language
Culture teachers are needed — individuals interested in supporting this important work are
encouraged to contact Majagaleehl Gali Aks Elementary or the Coast Mountains School
District Office.

We raise our hands in deep gratitude to the Gitanmaax Band and the Gitksan Government
Commission for their continued leadership, partnership, and guidance in this important
work to strengthen language and culture for generations to come.

Teacher Angie Olson Gitxsan Immersion Program
MGA

Gitanmaax Director of Education Pansy Wright-
Simms
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Skeena Middle School Indigenous Heroes

On October 21, 2025, Mr.
Sidey’s Grade 8 students
at Skeena Middle School
had the privilege of
inviting and welcoming
Anne McDames, an

Indigenous Knowledge

Holder, for a
presentation and meet-and-greet focused on Indigenous Heroes. Students shared the
research they had completed on Indigenous figures, and Anne responded with insights
from her own life and experiences, engaging students in meaningful conversation.

The session concluded with students presenting gifts to Anne, taking group photos, and
sharing a heartfelt farewell. Feedback highlighted the session as highly engaging, with
students deeply connected to her stories and teachings. One suggestion for future
sessions was to allow more time for discussion and interaction. This visit is an excellent
example of cultural learning in action, giving students the opportunity to connect
personally with Indigenous knowledge holders and gain insight into the lives and
contributions of Indigenous heroes.
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Kitselas Totem Pole Raising: A Celebration of Culture, Community, and
Connection

On October 16, 2025, Indigenous Support Workers Brandy Davis and Martha Woods from Skeena
Middle School, along with Krystal Conway from Cassie Hall Elementary, attended the Kitselas
Totem Pole Raising Ceremony with several students. For both students who attended from Skeena,
this was their first time witnessing a totem pole raising, an experience that provided a meaningful
opportunity to connect with culture and community in a powerful way.

The Kitselas Nation hosted the event, raising the Salmon
Prince Pole in front of the future community hall, which is
expected to open in February 2026. The day brought together
Elders, youth, community members, and leaders from
across the region, including Terrace Mayor Sean Bujtas, MP
Ellis Ross, and MLA Claire Ratté, as well as representatives
from the Haisla and Nisga’a Nations, emphasizing unity and
collaboration among Indigenous and local communities.

The following event description is adapted from CFNR News’
original coverage:

“Between 300 and 500 people attended the celebration,
witnessing the raising of the thirty-six-foot Salmon Prince
Pole carved by master carver Stan Bevan and his
apprentices. The ceremony blended tradition, culture, and
intergenerational participation. Prior to lifting the pole,
Elders called on youth to help bless it, brushing it with cedar
branches while drumming echoed like a heartbeat. The

Anne McDames in front of the pole. Photo Peace Song was sung, and Elder Isabel McKee offered a

credit Martha Woods prayer, creating a moment of reflection and spiritual

connection for all present. Once the pole was raised and

securely in place, CFNR’s Chad Wells blew his horn, signaling the start of singing and dancing, with
performances by Stan Bevan, his apprentices, and the Meelgm Gitselasu dancers. The day
concluded with a community dinner where stories and celebration continued.” The event offered
students and staff a powerful example of living culture, showcasing the strength, artistry, and
continuity of Indigenous traditions. It also underscored the importance of bringing students to
community events where learning extends beyond the classroom — rooted in relationship, respect,
and cultural understanding.
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Gitanmaax Meet and Greet - “You Are Enough”

The District Education Team was honoured to attend the Gitanmaax Meet and Greet held at
Hazelton Secondary School. The evening’s theme, “Luu Aajaxxw Niin” / “You Are Enough,” was a
beautiful reminder of community, belonging, and shared purpose.

Guests were treated to a delicious dinner featuring turkey, ham, and roast beef, followed by
powerful drumming and singing by the Gitxsan Thunder group. The evening also included
introductions from the school district team and school principals, who each introduced their staff.
We extend heartfelt thanks to the Gitanmaax Chief and Council for their warm hospitality and
generous invitation. In particular, we wish to acknowledge Pansy Wright-Simms, Director of
Education, Gitanmaax Council, for her thoughtful efforts in creating such a welcoming event for
new and returning teachers and staff.

Each attendee was gifted a shirt carrying the message “Luu Aajaxxw Niin” - You Are Enough, a
meaningful reminder of encouragement and community spirit that continues to resonate
throughout the district.

CMSD District Education Team (L-R):
Phillip Barron (Director, Learning
Services); Donna Mortimer (Director,
Indigenous Education); Tina
McDonald (District Principal,
Curriculum Support); Julia Nieckarz
(Director, Inclusive Education); Tracey
MacMillan (Superintendent)

Staff from MGA, New Hazelton Elementary and Hazelton Secondary

Page 12 of 15

Coast Mountains School District is in service to diverse First Nations, Metis, Inuit learners and their caregivers
who live, learn and play on the traditional lands of the Gitxsan, Haisla, Nisga’a and Ts’msyen Peoples.



Indigenous Education Report
October 2025

COAST MOUNTAINS
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL DISTRICT 82

Left: Tracey MacMillan, Superintendent
Monica Simms, Education GGC

Right: Pansy Wright-Simms (Education
Coordinator, Gitanmaax Band) and Donna
Mortimer (Director, Indigenous Education)

Upcoming Events

Indigenous Veterans Day - November 8

Across our schools, we will take time to honour and remember the many Indigenous
Veterans who have served and sacrificed for our country. Indigenous Veterans Day is an
opportunity to recognize their courage, contributions, and the unique challenges they
faced both during and after service. Schools are encouraged to include moments of
reflection, sharing of stories, and teachings that highlight the important role Indigenous
peoples have played in Canada’s military history.

Remembrance Day - November 11

Our district will also be observing Remembrance Day, honouring all those who have served
and continue to serve in times of war, conflict, and peacekeeping. This solemn day
reminds us of the importance of unity, gratitude, and remembrance. Schools may choose
to incorporate Indigenous perspectives and voices into their ceremonies, ensuring that the
stories of Indigenous soldiers and their families are represented and remembered.
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Elder/Knowledge Holder Role Model Program

Reviewed and Approved by the Inter-Tribal Education Committee
& Indigenous Education Department

School Project Knowledge Keeper/Elder

Caledonia Cultural Identity, Intergenerational Trauma, *  Billy Morrison
Residential Schools * Lilian Bramley
Girls Group Facilitator - Job Daniels
Guys Group Facilitator

Hazelton Secondary Visual and Oral storytelling English First Peoples 11 *  Phillip Stewart
and 12 *  Mavis Banek
Truth and Reconciliation Speaker

Suwilaawks Local Artist, Clans and Crests . Sabrina Williams
Paintings

Cassie Hall Monthly Drumming Sessions *  Christopher Peal

Roxanne Woods

Majagaleehl Gali Aks Language Immersion *  Shirley Lattie
Elders/Knowledge Language Holders *  Rosie Muldon

Thornhill Primary Truth And Reconciliation Speaker *  Anne McDames
Drumming

Kitwanga Elementary Drum Making *  Barry Sampare

Norman McLean

Skeena Middle School Elder in class local culture and History, Social *  Anne McDames
Studies Project
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1.31 Indigenous Targeted Funded Projects

Reviewed and Approved by the Inter-Tribal Education Committee
& Indigenous Education Department

Hazelton Secondary School:

Indigenous Plants

Cassie Hall Elementary:

Laxgalts’ap Trip to explore the Nisga’a Territory/Outdoor Education

Kitimat Trip to Explore the Haisla Nation and Hatchery Tour/Outdoor Education

Swimming- Water Safety and Cultural Connections

Salmon Journey

Skeena Middle School
Connections Group

Kitwanga Elementary

Orange Shirt Project
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