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Coast Mountains School District encouraged all students and staff to take time during Remembrance Day Week to 
reflect on two important days of awareness: National Indigenous Veterans Day on November 8 and Remembrance 
Day on November 11.  I hope that you were able to take time with your family, friends, or on your own to reflect, 
honour and remember the men and women who have served, and continue to serve Canada during times of war, 
conflict, and peace.  We will remember them … lest we forget. 

 

               Janet Meyer, Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 

A Wonderful Surprise During a School Visit (Story shared with Sarah’s consent) 
On November 17, I was in Kitimat for the afternoon.  After a brief stop at Kildala Elementary 
School, I spent the afternoon at Kitimat City High School.  I was on Zoom calls in the new First 
Nations Resource Centre located within the Kitimat City High School.  During that time, I 
participated in the Terrace Regional Indigenous Education Committee Meeting followed by a 
call with the Superintendent of Indigenous Education with the Ministry of Education.  During a 
conversation there was a brief disruption in the hallway which was somewhat audible.  I didn’t 
disrupt the conversation, nor was I concerned, but I wondered.  Later that evening I received 
a text from the Kitimat City High School Principal, Nancy Tormene which stated, “If you heard 
screaming.  It was happy wahoooing.  Sarah completed Pre-Calculus 11!”  

 

This is a story of Sarah’s long, bumpy, yet rewarding journey of Pre-Calculus.  Kitimat City High 
School first met Sarah at the age of fourteen.  Sarah has a natural curiosity and intelligence that 
is evident the moment that you meet her.  Sarah was wary of doing Pre-Calculus 10 at first, but 
the Math/Art Teacher saw that she was capable and encouraged her to try it.  Through time, a 

connection was made, not so much through math, but through Sarah’s love of art.   Sarah’s bond with her Math/Art Teacher grew, as they were 
meeting one-on-one via Microsoft Teams during the pandemic.  Upon returning to school the following year, Sarah asked her Math/Art Teacher 
to be her sponsor.  She finished her Pre-Calculus 10 on her self-paced journey.  This proved to be a tumultuous year for Sarah as she was 
experimenting and challenging authority at home and at school.  Her parents and staff, however, supported her through this time and her sponsor 
kept in contact throughout the summer.   
 

Sarah returned this school year in September, more focussed and clear-headed.  Pre-Calculus is challenging for some students.  Doing this 
course, self-paced is even more challenging.  Sarah found the end of this course frustrating, and sometimes wished that it was already over, yet 
she persevered.  This is why when she completed this course on the Wednesday, when I was there, the staff and Sarah let out a huge WHOOP 
of joy, the sound echoing throughout the school.  Congratulations to Sarah on the completion of her Pre-Calculus 11 course through 
determination and hard work! 
 
Congratulations to Virginia Morgan, Hazelton Secondary School Language & Culture Teacher 
In mid-October 2021, Virginia Morgan, Language & Culture Teacher at Hazelton Secondary School, entered the Salt Spring National Art Prize 
(SSNAP) competition with her artwork creation, a mask entitled Raven Steals the Sun (pictured below).  This is a biennial competition and 
exhibition of Canada visual art with the intent to advance public appreciation of Canadian visual art and encourage artists whose practice 
demonstrates originality, quality, integrity and creativity - resulting in significant 
work with visual impact and depth of meaning.  Out of over 1,600 art pieces 
submitted, 52 artists and their work were chosen.  Virginia was one of them.   
 

While she did not win in the Voter’s Choice Award category, she was chosen in the 
Juror’s Choice Award as selected by one of four jurors who each choose one piece 
of art which included Virginia’s mask.  When contacted by SSNAP organizers, 
Virginia was on cloud nine to be selected as a Juror’s Choice Award, and double-
blessed to learn that her artwork was also sold during the competition.  Virginia’s 
mask will be part of the travelling art show in the spring in Victoria and Vancouver.  
Congratulations Virginia on your accomplishment!   

Kitimat City High School is now the new home 
for the First Nations Resource Centre in Kitimat 

as pictured above. 
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No Stone Left Alone 
We share a heart-warming story of innovation!  Eric Drew, a Teacher at Bear Valley School 
in Stewart and the site coordinator of the Anyox cemetery, had an idea for students to create 
biodegradable poppies to place on the cemetery headstones, so efforts to recover plastic 
poppies would not be necessary.  Anyox was a small company-owned mining town about 
60 kilometres southeast of Stewart and about 20 kilometres, across wilderness, east of the 
tip of the Alaska Panhandle.  Today it is a ghost town, abandoned and largely destroyed. 
It is located on the shores of Granby Bay in coastal Observatory Inlet. 
 

Eric shared the following comments about this initiative, “Bear Valley School is a 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 school.  I had a thought two years ago, while collecting the 

previous years’ plastic poppies from the veterans’ graves at the Anyox cemetery and trying 
to put them in my pocket to pack out of the cemetery in preparation for the No Stone Left Alone 

Ceremony, that it would be great to use biodegradable poppies.  With the assistance of our Kindergarten and Grades 1/2 classes, I asked them 
if they would like to make tissue paper poppies for our annual event.  The idea being that when these students come of age to become Junior 
Canadian Rangers (12 years old), and are selected to fly into Anyox, they will finally be able to see first-hand why they were making paper 
poppies for the past six or seven years.  When we went to Anyox this year, of the fifteen poppies that we placed, only a part of one poppy 
remained.”  The poppies made by the students were beautiful, and what an enriching way for students to be even more involved with the No 
Stone Left Alone initiative.  We will remember them. 
 
LNG Canada (Kitimat Project) Anti-Racism Book Donation 
On November 1, Coast Mountains School District was pleased to take part in an LNG Canada 
(Kitimat Project) Book Donation event held at Nechako Elementary School.  On hand for the 
event included four LNG Canada (Kitimat Project) representatives, Trustees Raymond Raj and 

Karen Jonkman, Superintendent Janet Meyer, Director of 
Instruction Geraldine Lawlor, Nechako Elementary School 
Principal David Mills and Michele Frater, Teacher/Librarian.  
Grade 5 student, Abby Desousa, an avid reader who enjoys 
writing and who is becoming a leader within Nechako Elementary 
School, was also invited to take part in the event.   
 

LNG Canada donated 368 books authored by Black, Indigenous and Asian authors to Kitimat and Terrace school 
libraries in support of their anti-racism campaign.  Books were distributed by grade level pertinent to each school 
to help build a foundation in lower grades up to Grade 12.  Themes were available for students in Kindergarten to 
Grade 12.   Monique Gray-Smith, a friend of School District 82, has 5 of her authored books within the list of books 
donated.  The underlying theme resonated through the books reinforces that we are all “strongest as a community” 
which ties into Kevin Lamoureux’s presentation at the District In-Service Day held on September 24 as it relates to 

the “deconstruction of others”.  Happy Reading! 
 
MEMSS Student Voice 
The first Student Voice session for Mount Elizabeth Middle/Secondary School 
(MEMSS) of the 2021-2022 school year will be held on Friday, December 10 in 
the school library.  This session entitled, “Today’s Pain, Tomorrow’s Hope” will 
provide an opportunity for students to learn and collaborate with others.  The 
focus for this session is “Use Your Voice” based on the discussions, led by Haisla 
Elders, that took place in October regarding Truth and Reconciliation.   
 
MEMSS looks forward to expanding their knowledge and growing as a school 
community with the guidance and assistance of the Haisla Nation and their 
community.   
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Indigenous Representation at Ecole Mountainview 
Ecole Mountainview has begun a consultation process to move two incredible Indigenous 
artifacts from the south wing of the building to a more central space where they are more 
visible to all students, staff and visitors to their school.   
 

The school’s goal is to make these artifacts more relevant and recognisable to all students 
and staff through the valued engagement and guidance of Kitsumkalum First Nations Elder 
and Matriarch, Charlotte Guno. 

 
Cassie Hall Elementary School’s Most Magnificent Thing School-Wide Project 
On Friday afternoon, October 29 the District Education Team was invited to view the “Most Magnificent Thing Project” at Cassie Hall Elementary 
School created by students on display outside their classrooms.  View the students’ amazing creations pictured below. 
 

The Most Magnificent Thing is a school-wide project coordinated through the library staff over a couple of weeks that involved the three stages 
of critical thinking.  Students were given a box and it was up to them to create their most magnificent thing with it.  First, they analyzed their box, 
asked themselves questions, and then created their “Most Magnificent Thing”.  This project comes from Adrienne Gear, a friend of School District 
82 and a teacher based in Vancouver who shares her expertise on how to engage students in becoming powerful and engaged thinking readers 
and writers through her literacy curriculum “Reading & Writing Power”.  She has presented workshops locally and internationally and she is an 
author of eight professional books (Kindergarten to Grade 8). 

 
 

 
Catch Me If You Can School Musical – December 9, 10 & 11 

The Caledonia Performing Arts, a joint REM Lee Theatre and Caledonia Secondary School Drama 
Club extra-curricular initiative, is excited to present Catch Me If You Can Musical!  Performances will 
be held on December 9, 10 and 11 at the REM Lee Theatre in Terrace. 
 

Tickets are $25.00 each and can be purchased at the school’s community ticket outlet, Mistry River 
Books located in Terrace.   

 


