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This past weekend the District Leadership Team and the Board of Education took on the task of setting the strategic direction 
for CMSD82 for the next 4-5 years.  The results of that work will be made public as soon as the Strategic Plan is approved 
publicly by the Board of Education.  During the Strategic Planning engagement process, we heard loud and clear that 

interactive, hands-on, and place-based learning opportunities are appreciated and desired from students, parents, staff and community 
members.  CMSD82 has many exciting opportunities available across the school district that provide students with the opportunity to learn in 
unique and creative ways.  This month’s Superintendent’s Report highlights several examples of such engagement.  
               Janet Meyer, Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 

 

Kitimat City High School Creating Opportunities for Learning, Opportunities for Life  
Kitimat City High School is an alternate school that prides themselves on offering diverse 
opportunities beyond the basic curriculum studies.  CMSD82 was approached in the fall by Aspect 
Safety, based in Kitimat, with a unique grant and skills training opportunity.  Aspect Kickstart, a 
Workplace Readiness Program designed and focused to encourage local workforce participation into 
the Industrial Sector, took place at our Kitimat City High School from March 29 to April 9, 2021.  
 

The Aspect Kickstart program is designed to propel young people 
into high-paying jobs in the North with a focus on encouraging 
local workforce participation.  Offering this program in CMSD82 
would see three cohorts over three years.  The District Education 
Team approached our Career/Trades Team at the Northwest 
Trades & Employment Training Centre (NTETC) to share this unique opportunity with our secondary schools 
district wide.  The grant application was then submitted to the Federal Government with the assistance of 
Aspect Safety.  The first cohort to participate in the Aspect Kickstart program is Kitimat City High School.  
Twenty students at Kitimat City High School successfully received certification in WHMIS, Rough Terrain 
Forklift Operation, Aerial Work Platform Operation, Personal Protective Equipment, Fall Arrest, Rigging and 
Hoisting, Confined Space Entry/Monitoring, Working at Heights, Level One First Aid, H2S Alive, Basic OHS 
Regulations, Ground Disturbance, Lockout/Tag Out and COVID Safety Awareness. 
 

School District 82 is grateful to have been able to offer this unique opportunity to its students, which will 
enhance their opportunities to obtain entry-level employment as a labourer or equipment operator in the 
Industrial Sector upon graduation.   
 

Nancy Tormene, Principal at Kitimat City High School, could not say enough about the program.  “This is 
one of the best experiences I have seen for our students here at Kitimat City High.  The students were 

engaged throughout the program and were eager to learn how to drive the forklift and aerial 
work platform.”  A special thank-you is extended to Aspect Safety for providing students with 
hard hats, high-visibility vests, safety glasses as well as a $200 gift card for the purchase of 
certified steel-toed work boots.  Aspect Safety’s owner, Logan Arruda remarked, “It’s been 
really rewarding for us as a company to be able to come in to an environment where these 
young students are so receptive, excited and eager to learn about safety in the workplace”. 
 
Students at Kitimat City High School Participate in an Explore Trade Sampler 
An Explore Trade Sampler provides grade 10 to 12 students with a hands-on opportunity in 
the different Industry Trades Authority (ITA) trades available to pursue as a potential career.  
Thanks to the partnership with the Ministry of Education and ITA, students gain 300 hours 
of hands-on experience before they enrol in a high school apprenticeship program such as 
Youth Train in Trades or Youth Work in Trades.   
 

The Explore Trade Sampler provides students with credits for the one semester program, tangible skills related to daily work in trades, as well 
as develops their understanding of the professionalism of a tradesperson. The program instills safe workplace practices, student skill 
development and encourages design, planning, production and evaluation of various techniques and projects.  

The “Aspect Kickstart – A Workplace Readiness 
Program” included forklift operation training and 
certification for Kitimat City High School students. 

 
A Kitimat City High School student 
receives aerial work platform operation 
training under the guidance of a Kitimat 
Aspect Safety trainer. 

 
Students at Kitimat City High School take part in a 10-week 
Explore Trade Sampler. 
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Students at Kitimat City High School Participate in an Explore Trade Sampler  (cont’d) 
The Explore Trade Sampler for Kitimat City High School was developed in partnership 
with CMSD82, the Piping Industry College of BC (PIC) and ITA.  It is a project-based 
program at Kitimat City High School with the trades associated through the creation 
and construction of an outdoor smoker, gazebo, picnic tables and more.  Students 
engage in these hands-on projects from start to finish, and get to experience the sense 
of ownership and pride, which comes with the project completion.  Currently there are 
15 students in grades 10-12 participating in the 10-week Explore Trade Sampler.  
Students are learning carpentry, masonry and iron-working skills.   
 

Nancy Tormene, Principal at Kitimat City 
High School acknowledged the efforts of 
Dan Hamel, District Careers Outreach/ITA 
Liaison and Doug Brewer, District Vice 
Principal, Career/Trades at our Northwest 
Trades & Employment Training Centre 
(NTETC) and Kevin Jeffery, Special Projects Co-Coordinator with PIC based at NTETC … for listening 
to Kitimat City High School’s suggestions and input for the Explore Trade Sampler and taking a chance 
with the proposed program.  She acknowledged Geraldine Lawlor, our Director of Instruction, 
Graduation & Innovation for spearheading this valuable initiative.   
 

The Explore Trade Sampler will complement the proposed smokehouse and honey beekeeping 
initiatives based on their theme of back to the land and sharing with the community.  Nancy extended 

her thanks for the passion in making this program possible and making dreams come true 
for kids, lifelong learning, it is phenomenal! 
 
An Outdoor Education Program is in full Swing at Kitimat City High School  
Based on feedback from their School Forum held in 2018 students at Kitimat City High 
School expressed a desire for a greater connection to the outdoors.  Through student 
agency, students drive their own learning.  The categories students at Kitimat City High 
School developed include Building, Making a Difference in your Community, Creating and 
Learning Specific Skills.  The term “student voice” describes how students give their input to 
what happens within their school and classroom.  The school district’s desire for students to 
know that their expertise, opinions and ideas are valued in all aspects of school life.   
 

The students are action oriented and have slowly become stewards of the environment.  It 
began by partnering with the District of Kitimat to build a wooden walkway through the nearby 

greenbelt.  Students had to study the 
waterways and foliage of the greenbelt and 
design a walkway that would be least intrusive to plants and animals in the environment while 
allowing for a well-constructed walkway that would allow the local hikers to develop an 
appreciation for the environmental richness around them.  
 

This concept of stewardship and nurturing the local surroundings while creating a lifestyle that 
blends with the environment has led them to building a greenhouse, smokehouse, picnic tables, 
school benches, a Gazebo and a shed as well as planting a school garden and most recently 
supporting their own bee hives.  
 

These students learn not only about academics, but they also learn responsibility and how to live 
in a community that is made of more than just people, but also the environment around them.  

 
Kitimat City High School’s Gully Project – students 
build and maintain a community trail. 

 
Students at Kitimat City High School have been “buzzy” 
in the past three weeks … the school’s honeybees are out 
and enjoying the warm weather.  The Outdoor Education 
Program is in full swing! 

 
A school bench designed and made by a 
Kitimat City High School student through the 
Explore Trade Sampler program. 

 
Kitimat City High School learn iron working through the Explore 
Trade Sampler (a 10-week Trades Awareness Program). 
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CMSD82’s Travelling Trades Program 
Elementary students jump with excitement when they see the CMSD82 trades van and trailer enter their school parking lot.   They know that it 
means an exciting morning or afternoon of learning about trades as well as learning how to build something. 
 

When CMSD82 expanded its Trades Program, the school district wanted to embrace it as a way to open 
the door to all of the future trades possibilities for our students.  We live in an area where having trades 
certification will almost certainly get you full-time employment and that trades certification often is the 
beginning of a young person starting their own company and venturing in that direction. 
 

Opening a student’s mind to the possibilities of trades needs to start at the elementary level.  That is 
where Doug Brewer, District Vice Principal, Career/Trades at our Northwest Trades & Employment 
Training Centre (NTETC) and his Travelling Trades Program began.  The travelling trades van offers an 
on-site experience to learn about trades, giving students the opportunity to ask questions and the best 

part is that they get to use real building 
tools to complete a wood project under 
the direction of Doug Brewer and their 
Classroom Teacher.  
 

Doug begins his lesson by talking about 
the various trades and presents wood 
working as a real job opportunity.  He talks to students about work and pay for 
that work, about the pride of workmanship and the need to produce a quality 
product in the end. 
 

It was important to make these lessons “hands on” where young students could 
use real tools in safe ways.  Projects had to be completed in a reasonable time 
period that would also result in a project that was meaningful. 
 

For time and safety reasons, the 
cutting of the pieces for the 

projects is done ahead of time and students work with glue, screws, nails, hammers, and drills to 
assemble the projects.  Flower boxes, bat homes, birdhouses and go-carts are some of the 
projects that students have built.   

Students walk away with a 
beginning of an understanding 
of the importance of the trades 
as well as a finished wood 
project that is ready for painting.  
We call that success! 
 

CMSD82’s Travelling Trades 
Program includes many other 
trades learning opportunities 
including Trades Maker Days, 
Try-A-Trades Day. 
 

To learn more about CMSD82’s 
Travelling Trades Program, 
please contact Doug Brewer at 
(250) 635-7944, extension 
8478. 

 
CMSD82’s travelling trades van is being readied for another hands-on 
school visit by Doug Brewer, District Vice Principal Careers/Trades. 

 
Doug Brewer, District Vice Principal, 
Career/Trades is based at our Northwest 
Trades & Employment Training Centre 
(NTETC) in Thornhill. 

 
Try-A-Trades Day with elementary students 
exploring the trade of “arborist” under the guidance 
of a Terrace arborist contractor and Doug Brewer. 

 
Try-A-Trades Day held at Caledonia Secondary School facilitated by Doug 
Brewer with Terrace/Thornhill elementary school students.  Students were 
provided bussing to/from the event. 
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