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Here in School District 82, it goes without saying, that these past few months have been like no other due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  We have worked diligently behind the scenes to ready our schools for the September School Start-Up.  
Our District K-12 Education Re-Start Plan and District COVID-19 Safety Plan were updated and schools developed their 
own safety plans, each with specific expectations for cleaning, hygiene, traffic patterns, common spaces, outside time 

and more, depending on grade configuration and school population.  Our district plans are consistently updated to reflect recent Public Health 
Guidance documents for K-12 School Settings.  We have done and continue to provide the best possible education experience for our students 
in a safe and welcoming environment.  I would like to thank everyone across the school district for going above and beyond in order to make 
this work.  It has been incredibly challenging and our staff and community has risen to that challenge.  I really can’t say enough about how proud 
I am of our school district and our amazing administrators and staff.  Together we are better! 
                      Janet Meyer, Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 

 

Please visit the 
school district’s 
home page at 
www.cmsd.bc.ca to 
access the link 
information shared 
within this graphic.   
 

If you have any 
questions, please 
feel free to use the 
following school 
district email 
address for any 
COVID-19 related 
issues: 
covid@cmsd.bc.ca 
 
 

 
 

Coast Mountains School District 82 Stage 2 Restart Plan – September 2020 
As of September 22, Coast Mountains School District 82 (CMSD82) saw 88.5% of students 
return to face-to-face instruction.  That number will increase over time as families take the time 
they need to transition their children back to brick and mortar schools.  Employees and 
community members have inquired as to what happens when there is a COVID-19 case in a school or connected to the school.  To that end, 
we offer the following explanation relating to “Communications and Protecting Personal Privacy” as outlined the Ministry of Education’s COVID-
19 Protocols for School and District Administrators: Management of Illness and Confirmed Cases (click on link to access document).   
 

“School medical officers will play the lead role in determining if, when and how to communicate out information regarding a confirmed case to 
the school community.  To protect personal privacy rights, health authorities will not disclose that a student or staff member is a confirmed case 
of COVID-19 unless there is reason to believe they may have been infectious when they attended school.  In this case, the health authority will 
provide only the information required to support effective contact tracing and only to the school administrator or delegate.  Health authority staff 
will notify everyone who they determine may have been exposed, including if any follow-up actions are recommended (e.g. self-isolate, monitor 
for symptoms, etc.).  School medical officers will also work with the school administrator to determine if additional notifications are warranted 
(e.g. notification to the broad school community).  To ensure personal privacy rights are maintained and that information provided is complete 
and correct, schools and school districts/authorities should not provide any public statements or communications to staff or students’ families 
about potential or confirmed COVID-19 cases unless they are directed to do so by the school medical officer or delegate.  In these circumstances, 
communications must be reviewed by the school medical officer or delegate prior to release.”    

http://www.cmsd.bc.ca/
mailto:covid@cmsd.bc.ca
http://cmsd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/MOE-COVID-19-School-District-Admin-Protocols-Mgmt-of-Illness-Confirmed-Cases-Sept.-11-2020.pdf
http://cmsd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/MOE-COVID-19-School-District-Admin-Protocols-Mgmt-of-Illness-Confirmed-Cases-Sept.-11-2020.pdf
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District In-Service Day – September 25, 2020 
On September 25, most employees of CMSD82 had the pleasure of two 
presentations related to the topics of Indigenous Language Revitalization, Trauma-
Informed Practice, and Truth and Reconciliation. 
 

The morning session saw Colleen Austin (‘Wii Goot) sharing her work and available 
resources related to Indigenous Languages Revitalization.  She gifted the audience 
with her story.  During her tenure as Principal/Teacher with the ‘Na Aksa Gyilak’yoo 
School (a K-12 BC Independent School) within the Kitsumkalum Nation from August 
2005 to June 2019, she had the privilege to collaborate with Sm’algyax speakers, 
communities, families and educators to build a successful language school and 
community education program within the Kitsumkalum community.  Colleen has held 
the positions of President and Vice President for the First Nations Schools 
Association of B.C. since 2014, which included the negotiation of the BC Tripartite 
Education Agreement: Supporting Student Success that contributed significant 
additional funding for Indigenous language education, transportation, special 
education and technology.  She was also a member of the school inspections team 
for the BC Ministry of Independent Schools responsible for Education Programs within 
Independent and First Nation Schools. 

 

Monique Gray Smith is a proud mom of teenage twins, an award-winning, best-selling author and 
sought after consultant.  Monique’s first published novel, Tilly, a story of hope and resilience won 
the 2014 Burt Award for First Nation, Métis and Inuit Literature.  Since then, Monique has had six 
books published.  These include, Speaking our Truth: A Journey of Reconciliation; My Heart Fills 
With Happiness; You Hold Me Up; Lucy and Lola; Tilly and the Crazy Eights and soon to be 
released, When We Are Kind.  Monique’s books are used to share wisdom, knowledge, hope and 
the important teaching that love is medicine.  
 

Monique is Cree, Lakota and Scottish and she has been involved in her own personal healing 
journey for over 29 years.  She is well known for her storytelling, spirit of generosity and focus on 
resilience. 

 
Monkey Beach Private Movie Showings for CMSD82 Grade 10-12 Students - October 1, 2020 - Terrace Tillicum Twin Theatre 
Eden Robinson was born in Kitamaat Village, B.C. and is a member of the Haisla and Heiltsuk First 
Nations.  Eden is a graduate of Mount Elizabeth Secondary School in Kitimat.  Eden earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of Victoria and a Master’s in Fine Arts from the University of British 
Columbia.   
 

Eden has written Traplines (1995), Monkey Beach (2000), Blood Sports (2006), and Son of a Trickster 
(2017) which is a trilogy.  
 

The story of Monkey Beach is relayed through the eyes of Lisamarie Hill, a feisty young woman.  
Lisamarie is led on a journey to understand the disappearance of her brother, and come to terms with 
her identity. 
 

On October 1, there will be two showings at the Tillicum Twin Theatre in Terrace specifically for students 
from CMSD82.  Students in grades 12, 11, or 10 will be selected from Hazelton Secondary, Parkside 
Secondary, Kitimat City High, Mount Elizabeth Middle Secondary and Caledonia Secondary Schools to 
attend this special movie viewing of Monkey Beach.  
 

Monkey Beach is a recommended reading for both English Studies 12 as well as English First Peoples 
12.  It supports the Ministry curriculum in the examination of First Peoples culture and lived experiences 
through text, and builds an understanding of Canadians’ responsibilities in relation to Reconciliation.   
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Every Child Matters: Reconciliation Through Education – An Online Event for 
Canadian Youth in Grades 5-12 
Designed for students in Grades 5 through 12, this virtual event provides an 
opportunity to learn first hand from residential school survivors, elders, knowledge 
keepers, artists and leaders from nations and cultures across the country.  Educators 
can select the events they wish to livestream for their students and download free 

educational resources. 
 

This national gathering is hosted by the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation and will bring together a diverse and inspiring program of 
Truth and Reconciliation activities to coincide with Orange Shirt Day.  As Canadians, we are called upon to take action to learn, share and 
celebrate, and to build a better country together! 
 
Summer Reading Partnerships 
“It takes a community to raise a child” and that is very true about educating a child.  CMSD82 has been partnering with the Indigenous 
communities to support summer reading programs and educational experiences that support the flow of learning over the summer months.  The 
support provided, both through cost sharing and through the lending of materials, has been a partnership that works for students, families and 
their communities.  Indigenous communities who access this opportunity are able to support student growth through group cultural learning 
experiences, reading programs, opportunities for students to connect with their culture and to develop and strengthen relationships with local 
elders and knowledge keepers. 
 

The students who are engaged look forward to these summer programs and are able to learn in outdoor venues, with their friends from a shared 
Nation, and from leaders with a wealth of cultural knowledge.  Parents and other family members value these opportunities knowing that their 
children are having safe experiences with community members while strengthening not only their reading and writing skills, but also by 
strengthening their sense of identity and community.  We are truly better together in many ways. 
 

Equine Assisted Learning - Summer 2020 
CMSD82 had the good fortune to receive a specific grant through the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Poverty Reduction.  The grant was used to support eight CMSD82 students from the Hazelton region 
to attend the Mountain Eye Equine Assisted Learning Summer Program through a series of weekly 
instruction.  Equine-assisted learning and therapy offers a compelling journey of clarity and 
understanding.  Horses are powerful teachers who instantly respond to actions, body language and the 
energy of the participant.  Horses can inspire our dreams and awaken our spirit.  The focus of equine-
assisted learning is not riding, nor horsemanship, but self-development.  It takes place out of the saddle 
and on the ground.  Equine-assisted therapy groups are facilitated with a horse professional – Carol 
and Graham Larson being the primary horse professionals.  All of the horse professionals working at 
Mountain Eye have extensive experience handling horses and have their own horses.  The role of the 

horse professional is to take very good care of the safety aspects of being with horses.  Here is a sample 
of exercises that students worked through: 

 Starting the Journey – Introduction of developing relationships 
 Do you have common sense? – problem solving with common sense 
 Match that horse – negotiation 
 Silent communication – power of understanding communication through body language 
 Who’s the brain – communication (articulation) 
 Catch that horse – appropriate assertiveness/observation (trust, respect) 
 It’s all up to you – choices/personal growth 
 Circuit training – basic learning/skills development 
 At the end of your rope – introduction of self as a part of an effective team (active 

listening/communication) 
 

This a unique approach to learning and a powerful journey of understanding.  
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3D TV Printer - Manufacturing Parts  
Looking for a cost-effective solution to replace aging technology 
sometimes takes out-of-the-box thinking.  For the past few years, 
the IT Department has been experimenting with different ways 
to support teachers and technology, with the focus on one rule.  
Keep it simple.  Projector and Smartboard technology have been 
in our school district for the past 10+ years.  We have reached a 
point with the aging technology, where we no longer can order 
computers with the needed VGA ports to connect to the 
projectors, but they are failing due to age.   
 

The IT Department has been recommending replacing 
projectors with TV’s for many years.  TV’s have higher 
resolution, are brighter with light that projects from the screen 
rather than reflecting off a screen, however, the cost for a touch 
TV was not realistic for a school budget at approximately $5,400 per TV. 

 

The IT Department began to research an alternative solution, a consumer TV with a 
touch overlay.  With the focus to keep it simple, meaning a standard implementation 
for the whole school district and after trying different vendors, we settled on 
Samsung 4K 65” TV’s.  In addition to the TV, the IT Department found a wholesale 
supplier in China and worked with them to provide the touch overlay.   
 

Touch overly allows the teacher or students to interact with the computer by 
touching the TV screen.  The supplier suggested gluing on the overlay’s, however, 
we wanted something cleaner than glue, so IT made a 3D model of brackets with 
borrowed 3D printers from schools and began mass producing the brackets.  We 
did attempt to outsource the printing, but both the time and costs were prohibitive.  
The 3D print jobs take from 4 to 12 hours to print.  

 
 

The 3D printing process is a 
melting plastic known as 

filament into a thread, then layering the thread on top of each other to form your object.  
As can be seen pictured to the right, for different reasons, if the object moves while 
printing you get a printer full of spaghetti like material.  Not all the jobs worked out. 

 

The printers were 
modified to enhance 
and expedite the 
printing by adding a 
glass plate to the 
printing bed, an end 
of filament sensor and 
better printing spool holder. 
 

With the ability to 3D print our own parts and adding touch overly to 
consumer TV’s has brought the costs down to $1,600, which includes the 
rolling TV stand, making it an affordable replacement for the schools.  
 

Nathan Schock, System Administrator with the IT Department demos a 
TV install. 
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Blanket Presentation to Gitxsan Elders, March 2020 
- From Majagaleehl Gali Aks Elementary School Grade 7 Students 
On March 11, the Grade 7 students from 
Majagaleehl Gali Aks Elementary School 
presented blankets to several elders at the 
Hazelton Wrinch Memorial Hospital, which is 
located on the traditional unceded territory of the 
Gitxsan.  This presentation was the culmination of 
class work with their Gitxsan Language & Culture 
Teacher, Gwen Simms and their Grade 7 
Classroom Teacher, Joslyn Bagg.  With Mrs. 
Simms, the students learned about the 
importance of blankets in Gitxsan culture, the 
importance of the crest, the meaning of the 
colours of the blanket, and the Gitxsan tradition of 

leaving a mistake in the finished blanket.  According to Dr. Jane Smith, the Grade 2/3 Teacher at 
Majagaleehl Gali Aks Elementary School, “there should always be a mistake left on the blanket so future 
generations can have something to mend”.  

In the classroom, students used their math skills to cut out and sew 
on crests, to measure the distance to place buttons and to measure 
the placement of the knots used to tie the blankets together.  In the 
end, each student had made a blanket to give to an elder at the 
hospital.  The class has completed numerous other blankets that 
they will give to elders in our school community to thank them for 
their continued support of Majagaleehl Gali Aks Elementary School.  
This ceremony will take place in April 2021.  This was a project 
designed to honour one of the First Peoples Principles of Learning, 
that “learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the 
family, the community ..”.  Students used their learning to give back 
to their community and helped them realize that the past connects 
to the future and to move forward in a positive light, one must 
recognize the past.  When a student was asked how she felt about 
this project, the student replied, “It was a lot of work making these 
blankets, but it was worth it when we saw the looks of appreciation 
on the elders’ faces.”  
 

Harvest Time at Hazelton Secondary School 
Students at Hazelton Secondary School are pictured harvesting potatoes with their Teacher, Virginia Morgan who teaches the Back-to-the-Land 
Program.  This was their second day out harvesting the bounties from their school gardens.   

Norma Mowatt, grandmother of Drew 
Kale, Grade 7 student, receiving her 

blanket that Drew gave her. 

Grade 7 students working at different stages on their 
assigned blankets. 

 
Elder Barb Sterritt receiving her 

blanket. 

 

A Grade 6 student sewing the crest 
to his blanket. 


